
Closing loops for  less (plastic) waste
Focus on prevention and reuse in Flanders
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About Flanders
6,8 million inhabitants

Economic strenghts:
Logistics and ports
Chemical industry
Food industry
Engineering
Health

About Flanders and OVAM



Mechelen





New 
incineration 
plants

Waste and litter 
prevention

FlandersΩ materials 
programme

°Cmartlife
Flemish Plastics Plan
Legislation on reusables at 
events

°Flemish 
waste agency

Planning of 
landfill sites

Sorted collection
Recycling parks
Various EPR 
Accredited reuse 
centers
PAYT schemes
Landfill and 
incineration bans 
and taxes

Sustainable 
materials 
management

°Circular 
Flanders

Local materials plan

Call for materials 
resources law

Dealing with waste Preventing waste Rethinking production



Municipal waste collected selectively

Municipal waste materials recovered

recycling

composting

incinerated with energy recovery

landfill

70%

63%

41,5%

35%

1,6%

Household waste management (data for 2023)

21,4%

In 2022, 1.316.690 ton of household waste was incincerated



Production of residual household waste ςCE monitor

128 kg 
per inhabitant in 2022, 
overperforming the 
target for that year

61 out of the 300 
municipalities already 
achieve their 2030 target.

https://cemonitor.be/en/indicator/circularity/outflow/production-of-residual-household-waste/


Cmartlife commits to a circular 

material approach in order to 

reach residual waste targets and 

create a litter free environment.

The Cmartlife project
closing loops for less (plastic) waste

ÅWaste prevention for packaging, food waste, litter, single use 

products

ÅIncrease recycling rates with closing loops for food packaging, 

textile, diapers, construction and demolition waste, fishing gear

ÅReach residual waste reduction targets at a quicker pace, reduce 

residual waste with 15% by 2027 

ÅCreate a litter free environment



EPR organisation 

Industrial packaging waste

Cmartlife LIFE IP partners (7)
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Public body

Waste policy ² Project coordinator

EPR organisation 

household packaging waste

Member organisation 

Local municipalities & 
intermunicipal waste org®s

Sector federation 

waste and recycling

Member organisation

Biowaste material cycle

Public body

tourism & recreation policy in 
West Flanders



Cmartlife timeline
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Budget merger 
amendment

Phase 1

April 2020 ς December 2022

Phase 2

January 2023 ς December 2024

Phase 3

January 2025 ς December 2027

Intermediate report 1
2023

Intermediate report 2
2025

Final report
2028



policy plans
All with a link to plastics

Plastics 

action plan

Household 

& 

enterprise 

waste

Action plan 

food loss & 

biowaste

Action plan 

marine litter

Packaging 

plan

Plan 

sustainable 

building

Find out more about our policy plans (vlaanderen.be)

https://ovam-english.vlaanderen.be/our-policy-plans


Local materials planPlastics action plan Action plan bio waste
Policy plan 

sustainable building
Action plan 
marine litter

Cmartlife

Circular solution for 
diapers

Reusables on events

Design criteria for 
textiles

Knowledge exchange 
networks

Sorting analysis 
household res. waste

Sorting analysis bulky 
municipal waste

Sorting analysis 
enterprise res. waste

Material information 
system

Implementaton of 
the  EU SUP directive

Collection & 
processing

Reduce food loss in 
households

Compostables in 
agriculture

Collect & process 
packaged foods B2B

Recycle construction 
& demolition waste

Pellet loss & Operation 
Clean Sweep

Recycling fishing gear

Monitoring plastic 
flux to the sea

Plastic free 
coastline

International collab 
plastic waste

Substance, product & 
waste legislation

Innovative sorting & 
recycling techniques

Producers use plastic 
recyclates

Policy for the use of 
plastic recyclates

Monitor 
plastic packaging

Data collection

Sector specific waste 
reduction

Ban on added 
microplastics

International 
disseminaton results

Project transfer en 
replicaton

Circular ambassador 
program & education

Project management

Project monitoring

After LIFE plan

Packaging and 
litter policy 2.0

Less light plastic 
carrier bags

Collect packaging
out-of-home

Green deal with the 
distribution sector

Cmartlife LIFE IP actions (36)



Policy stimulates  reuse at 
Flemish events



Legislation  Europe ſ Belgium ſ Flanders

tekst

o

VLAREMA Decr.W. 9 maart 2023
B.W.Reg. 18 juli 2019

BRUDALEX

https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi/article.pl?language=nl&sum_date=2024-07-05&pd_search=2024-07-05&numac_search=2024005455&page=1&lg_txt=N&caller=list&2024005455=0&view_numac=&dt=Koninklijk+besluit&htit=gerecycleerde&choix1=en&choix2=en&fr=f&nl=n&du=d&trier=afkondiging
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/wetgeving-drankverpakkingen-en-voedselverpakkingen
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwallex.wallonie.be%2Feli%2Floi-decret%2F2023%2F03%2F09%2F2023044053%2F2023%2F08%2F10&data=05%7C02%7Clore.claes%40ovam.be%7C3b9e0aa8fbad4a086d9108dc3d338566%7Cfce70dadc0314cf8a6fced5dc11e9d17%7C0%7C0%7C638452538696776989%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pr9CuxglJ9UdnFU8caPliW5bppO8MdXjI2dTaZJURoQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fenvironnement.wallonie.be%2Flegis%2Fdechets%2Fdegen044.htm&data=05%7C02%7Clore.claes%40ovam.be%7C3b9e0aa8fbad4a086d9108dc3d338566%7Cfce70dadc0314cf8a6fced5dc11e9d17%7C0%7C0%7C638452538696790676%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CFTeWulQuWaUYLS0Eeb5Q0eYG16WtGskQ2gLKpgCSSI%3D&reserved=0
https://leefmilieu.brussels/pro/wetgeving/verplichtingen-en-vergunningen/brudalex-regels-inzake-afvalbeheer-voor-de-overgang-naar-een-circulaire-economie


Flemish legislation  for  any type of event

Small Open urban events

Sports eventCloseddoor event

Large Open urban events



Flemish legislation : Public bodies as frontrunners

Event organised by the (local) 
government

Legislation on reusable 
cateringmaterial for drinks ánd
prepared food is applicable

As well applicable on (local) 
government's own operation

Event not organised by the 
government

Legislation on reusable 
cateringmaterial for drinks is 
applicable

= Fair
= Event of an educational 
institution

Decision tree events
Decision tree own operatopn government

by a public body by a non-public organisation

https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/documents/177281/3046683/Beslissingsboom+evenementen.pdf/6095fc47-acd9-c293-2db3-ebd079702f8d?version=3.0&t=1683918549186&download=true
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/documents/177281/3046683/Beslissingsboom+interne+eigen+werking.pdf/5ce1b429-074b-af12-d788-6ea6252ea9ca?version=2.0&t=1683918642245&download=true


Flemish legislation : Public bodies as frontrunners

Event not organised by the 
government

Legislation on reusable 
cateringmaterial for drinks is 
applicable

= Fair
= Event of an educational 
institution

by a public body by a non-public organisation



Impact of reusables on waste
up to ӝ63% per visitor

Example: Closed Door Event ſ Sfinks Mixed
4 days
25.000 visitors per day 

2021: (no deposit)
Waste per visitor

ӝ48% compared to 2018

2022: (with deposit)
Waste per visitor: 

ӝШ63% compared to 2018

Reusable cups for beer

Reusables
áll drinks ánd tableware

Deposit on all reusables 
(cups ánd tableware)
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Sfinks festival

totaal afval (rest+recyclage) per bezoeker in kg aandeel recycleerbaar afval tov de totale hoeveelheid afval



Impact on the Flemish market of reusables
Geography of suppliers

Supply of rental cup providers ә40% 2023 compared to 2020
Capacity of dishwashing facilities әШ50% in 2023 (compared to 2022)
Almost all brands of beer, spirits & some soft drink producers own cups which are part of sponsorship 
deals 
Geographical spread of suppliers of industrial dishwashing facilities, reusable cups and tableware

Supply follows demand: Legislation seems to ensure investment security for cups and tableware

Source: survey OVAM in the autumn of 2023 
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Flanders

Industrial dishwashing facility
    Supplier reusable cups & tableware

Supplier reusable cups & tableware with  dishwashing service
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Challenges

Mass running events:
Until  2024: exemption by Flemish government

Pet bottles  & cans: ban from  1 Jan 2025 
postponed  to 2030

Resistance from event & beverage sector
Market not adapted

Extra costs

Efficient  return systems

 



Support by the Flemish Government

Flemish  research:
Å Update studie drink - en eetgerei op evenementen (BE;2020) , 

Studie drink -  en eetgerei op evenementen (BE;2017)
Å Summary: Herbruikbare bekers: een goed idee (vlaanderen.be)
Press releases OVAM:
Å 26th June  2024
Å 1st March  2024
Podcast: June  2024: reusables  at events in Flanders 
Evaluation: Evaluation evolution  of reusables  at events in Flanders 
(2023)
Annual  Conference since  2023 on reusables  at events 
LIFE communication  campaign  & kit for  organisors
Website support for  organisers  & municipalities :

Practical: Aan de slag met de wetgeving cateringmateriaal 
(vlaanderen.be)
How to control? ( for  local  police  & local  controllers): Handhaving 
op de wetgeving cateringmateriaal (vlaanderen.be)
FAQ on the  Flemish  legislation

https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/documents/177281/0/Update+studie+drink-en+eetgerei+op+evenementen+%28BE%3B2020%29.pdf/abc010e9-297e-71c7-26a0-8fc8fb2af33c?version=1.0&t=1646746754818&download=true
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/documents/177281/0/Studie+drink-+en+eetgerei+op+evenementen+%28BE%3B2017%29.pdf/ba5c68a7-5993-ec97-87b2-814cc6ad845e?version=1.0&t=1646997186563&download=true
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/herbruikbare-bekers-een-goed-idee
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/nl/w/voorjaarsfestivals-en-evenementen-tekenen-drastische-daling-afval-op-dankzij-het-gebruik-van-herbruikbare-bekers?redirect=%2Fnieuws
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/nl/w/herbruikbaar-cateringmateriaal-zorgt-voor-helft-minder-afval-op-evenementen?redirect=%2Fnieuws%3Fp_p_id%3Dcom_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_golu_newsList%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_golu_newsList_delta%3D3%26p_r_p_resetCur%3Dfalse%26_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_golu_newsList_cur%3D4
https://open.spotify.com/episode/0Tayw4MLCNsLlsShhoCi3h?si=8_K4edQ3Ta6jm9UFrYW9Xg&nd=1&dlsi=734140a13a814f5d
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/documents/177281/3046683/20240307_Evaluatie+2023+herbruikbare+bekers+en+herbruikbaar+eetgerei.pdf/33a4141d-cdb2-0018-2663-7fc484f3ad9b?t=1709820770365&download=true
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/documents/177281/3046683/20240307_Evaluatie+2023+herbruikbare+bekers+en+herbruikbaar+eetgerei.pdf/33a4141d-cdb2-0018-2663-7fc484f3ad9b?t=1709820770365&download=true
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/conferenties-herbruikbaar-cateringmateriaal-overzicht
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/web/kappen-met-wegwerp-is-top/kwitten-op-evenementen
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/web/kappen-met-wegwerp-is-top/kwitmateriaal-evenementen-new
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/aan-de-slag-met-de-wetgeving-cateringmateriaal
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/aan-de-slag-met-de-wetgeving-cateringmateriaal
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/handhaving-op-de-wetgeving-cateringmateriaal
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/handhaving-op-de-wetgeving-cateringmateriaal


Join us on  

Flemish Green Deal on packaging:
Reusable packaging pilots and 
unique collaborations  in Flanders

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/9068897/


Scope of Green Deal ôAnders Verpakt õ

REUSE
= reuse with the same function

PREVENTION
= elimination of the packaging

Facilitating the choice of the customer/consumer
Reducing the environmental impact

15k
REDUCTION SU PACKAGING 
by 15,000 tonnes or 300 
million units

95 target 85

CONCRETE PROJECTS 
prevention and reuse of 
packaging

52% target 10%

CONTINUE OR SCALE UP 
of the pilot projects
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Initiators

Belgian 
commerce and 

services

Flemisch public 
agency ξwaste, 
materials, soil

Belgian 
cosmetics and 

detergent 
sector

Belgian food 
industry 

(producers)

Point of contact 
for the logistic 

sector

Patrick Verhelle Henriane Gilliot Candice Joseph

Stefan Bottu

GeertVerbelen

Sarah Risch

Lore Mariën



PROJECT SIXPACK
Shelf Ready Returnable 

Sixpacks for the 
Beverage Industry



Belgian food box delivery system replacing  
SU cardboard boxes


