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Closing loops for less (plastic) waste
Focus on prevention and reuse in Flanders



About Flanders and OVAM

About Flanders
6,8 million inhabitants

Economicstrenghts
Logisticand ports
Chemicalndustry
Foodindustry
Engineering
Health
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Public Waste Agency of Flanders,
Flemish government service

Founded in 1981, Mechelen, 380 staff

Provides direction for the policy framework on
waste, materials and soil and thus influence the
implementation of legislation

Stimulates Flemish companies and the Flemish
inhabitants to produce and consume in a material
and soil-conscious manner

The circular economy is the common thread
running through OVAM’s work

@ OVAM

cmartlife




FLANDERS: NO SPACE - WASTE

Antwerp

£ 3

e

b

Brussels Mechelen



| - - AN —‘

L - v ’
1 ' } (N :
Pt B L imama, \
X S J‘v‘__\ '. .' *
e “-rbr-v~ '
to e Ni-‘.. - g
« . & 5 G

ar
sronrsmfff NHHR, 1

: ; - pubhc dgmand-tor waste leg1slat|on as landﬁllmg ,;"'1”:
jecomesﬁ backyhrd problem |n~§he cqmpa,;t“ e

e A S BT ot oo oo S

T ey A T v"Q_




The Flemish circular
economy track record
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Household waste managementiatafor 2023)

Municipalwastecollected selectively ~ 70%

Municipalwastematerialsrecovered 63%

IaYolllslolm 41,5%

elnloleSils[e M 21,4%

incinerated with energy recovery

landfil | 1.6%

In 2022,1.316.690 ton ohouseholdvaste wadncincerated



Production of residual household waste
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https://cemonitor.be/en/indicator/circularity/outflow/production-of-residual-household-waste/

The Cmartlife project
closing loops for less (plastic) waste

Cmartlife commits to a circular

material approach in order to

reach residual waste targets and A Waste prevention for packaging, food waste, litter, single use
create a litter free environment. products

A Increase recycling rates with closing loops for food packaging,
textile, diapers, construction and demolition waste, fishing gear

( : A Reach residual waste reduction targets at a quicker pace, reduce
residual waste with 15% by 2027

A Create a litter free environment

cmartlife
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Cmatrtlife LIFE IP partners (7)

?(\q MORGEN MOOIER V Oll p O \a
( VOOR EEN DUURZAME TOEKOMST

Public body EPR organisation

Waste policy 2 Project coordinator Industrial packaging waste
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Fostplus

EPR organisation

household packaging waste

westtoer

Public body

tourism & recreation policy in
West Flanders
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TOWARDS A CIRCULAR

ECONOMY MONITOR

FOR FLANDERS:

AN INITIAL INTERPRETATION BY OVAM
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Find out more about our policy plans (vlaanderen.be)
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https://ovam-english.vlaanderen.be/our-policy-plans

Plastics action plan

Localmaterialsplan

Cmartlife LIFE IP actions (36)

Packagingnd
litter policy 2.0

Action plan
marinelitter

Action plan bio waste

Policy plan
sustainablebuilding

Cmartlife
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Legislation Europe [ Belgium [ Flanders

Europe
ke Single Use Plastics Directive (SUP)
g Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR)

* A
* 5 *

Belgium - federal Royal Decree (KB): 5 July 2024
I I - Restrict the release of certain disposable products on the market:

0 Market ban on disposable plastic cups & non-compostable plates & cutlery
Increase the recycled content of certain products

Belgium - regions Flanders Wallonia Brussels
;’ P
&5
a2\
)

VLAREMA Decr.W 9 maart 2023 BRUDALEX
B.W.Regl8uli 2019



https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi/article.pl?language=nl&sum_date=2024-07-05&pd_search=2024-07-05&numac_search=2024005455&page=1&lg_txt=N&caller=list&2024005455=0&view_numac=&dt=Koninklijk+besluit&htit=gerecycleerde&choix1=en&choix2=en&fr=f&nl=n&du=d&trier=afkondiging
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/wetgeving-drankverpakkingen-en-voedselverpakkingen
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwallex.wallonie.be%2Feli%2Floi-decret%2F2023%2F03%2F09%2F2023044053%2F2023%2F08%2F10&data=05%7C02%7Clore.claes%40ovam.be%7C3b9e0aa8fbad4a086d9108dc3d338566%7Cfce70dadc0314cf8a6fced5dc11e9d17%7C0%7C0%7C638452538696776989%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pr9CuxglJ9UdnFU8caPliW5bppO8MdXjI2dTaZJURoQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fenvironnement.wallonie.be%2Flegis%2Fdechets%2Fdegen044.htm&data=05%7C02%7Clore.claes%40ovam.be%7C3b9e0aa8fbad4a086d9108dc3d338566%7Cfce70dadc0314cf8a6fced5dc11e9d17%7C0%7C0%7C638452538696790676%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CFTeWulQuWaUYLS0Eeb5Q0eYG16WtGskQ2gLKpgCSSI%3D&reserved=0
https://leefmilieu.brussels/pro/wetgeving/verplichtingen-en-vergunningen/brudalex-regels-inzake-afvalbeheer-voor-de-overgang-naar-een-circulaire-economie

Large Openurban events

V- € D
Rt SN Flanders

the Art

N / 7 : v ’ State of
® } x.:\‘ ~, ‘ ; S E v v «

Sp rtsevent
" RV ? ﬁL .

A
"Y\

{55 ‘74.“. }
e <ol vl

”e 3 (LW""‘ ‘,




Flemish legislation : Public bodies as frontrunners

by a public body <:::> by a non-public organisation

Eventorganisedby the (local)
government

Legislationon reusable
cateringmaterial for drinks and

prepared food is applicable

As well applicable on (local)
government's own operation

Decisiontree events
Decisiontree own operatopn government

7\ Flanders
( State of the Art

Eventnot organisedby the
government

Legislationon reusable
cateringmaterial for drinks is

applicable

= Fair
= Event ofan educational
institution


https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/documents/177281/3046683/Beslissingsboom+evenementen.pdf/6095fc47-acd9-c293-2db3-ebd079702f8d?version=3.0&t=1683918549186&download=true
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/documents/177281/3046683/Beslissingsboom+interne+eigen+werking.pdf/5ce1b429-074b-af12-d788-6ea6252ea9ca?version=2.0&t=1683918642245&download=true

Flemish legislation : Public bodies as frontrunners

by a public body <\’:> by a non-public organisation

i X Disposable aups
plastic or cardboard

All disposable drink recipients i - o
™
X Disposable cups from any - Fad
material - o

X tetra bricks, disposable glass S—
X little pet botltles and cans X tetra brick, disposable

glass. _
( Disposable Q

tableware

Q = Fair
\ = Event ofan educational
I institution




Impact of reusables on waste

up to »63% per visitor

Example: Closed Door Event [ Sfinks Mixed

- 4days
- 25.000visitorsper day

2021: (nodeposi)
Waste pelvisitor
¥48%comparedto 2018

2022: with deposii
Waste peuwvisitor.
X @3%comparedto 2018

7\ Flanders
( State of the Art

0,4
0,35
0,3
0,25
0,2
0,15
0,1

0,05

—

all drinks and tableware

Reusable cups for bee

Deposit on all reusables
(cupsand tableware)

Reusables

-

n
n
n
n
n
n
n
[ n
[ n
[ n
= = =
= = u
. . | | ]
Sfinks festival . - .
= = =
= = =
= = =
. -
™ u (]
[ ]
= = u
= = =
- n
= = =
= = u
™ - ]
- ]
- n
= = =
= = =
= - -
2017 2018 2019 2021 2022 (mixed)

2013 2014 2015 2016

totaal afval (rest+recyclage) per bezoeker in kg
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Impact on the Flemish market of reusables
Geography of suppliers

Source: survey OVAM in the autumn of 2023

» Supply of rental cup providees40%2023 compared to 2020
» Capacity of dishwashing facilitiegk%in 2023 (compared to 2022)
Almost all brands of beer, spirits & some soft drink producers own cups which are part of sponsorshi

deals
» Geographical spread of suppliers of industrial dishwashing facilities, reusable cups and tableware
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Challenges

» Mass running events:
- Until 2024:exemption by Flemishgovernment

» Pet bottles & cans: ban from 1 Jan 2025
postponed to 2030 e

- ReSIStan Cérom eve nt & beveragesector Tomorrowland gaat dan toch herbruikbare bekers
gebruiken
_> M a r ket n Ot a.d a pte d Bezoekers van het dancefestival Tomorrowland zullen deze zomer hun bier, cocktail of

frisdrank in een herbruikbare beker krijgen. Dat meldt minister van Omgeving Jo Brouns
(CD&V). Tomorrowland kreeg recent nog een monsterboete van 727.000 euro omdat het de
wet naast zich neerlegde en bleef vasthouden aan wegwerpbekers.

» Extra costs

» Efficient return systems
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Support by the Flemish Government

» Flemish research: [~

A Update studie drink - en eetgerei op evenementen (BE:2020) — |
Studie drink - en eetgerei op evenementen (BE;2017)

A Summary: Herbruikbare bekers: een goed idee (vlaanderen.be)

» Press releases OVAM: | e

A 26th June 2024 L )

A 1st March 2024 i : ’

» Podcast: June 2024: reusables at events in Flanders 8 AN

» Evaluation: Evaluation evolution of reusables at events in Flanders
(2023)
» Annual Conference since 2023 on reusables at events
» LIFE communication campaign & kit for organisors
» Website support for organisers & municipalities
- Practical: Aan de slag met de wetgeving cateringmateriaal
(vlaanderen.be)
- How to control? ( for local police & local controllers): Handhaving
op de wetgeving cateringmateriaal (vlaanderen.be)

- FAQ on the Flemish legislation
?(& Flanders

State of the Art

cmartlif
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https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/documents/177281/0/Update+studie+drink-en+eetgerei+op+evenementen+%28BE%3B2020%29.pdf/abc010e9-297e-71c7-26a0-8fc8fb2af33c?version=1.0&t=1646746754818&download=true
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/documents/177281/0/Studie+drink-+en+eetgerei+op+evenementen+%28BE%3B2017%29.pdf/ba5c68a7-5993-ec97-87b2-814cc6ad845e?version=1.0&t=1646997186563&download=true
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/herbruikbare-bekers-een-goed-idee
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/nl/w/voorjaarsfestivals-en-evenementen-tekenen-drastische-daling-afval-op-dankzij-het-gebruik-van-herbruikbare-bekers?redirect=%2Fnieuws
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/nl/w/herbruikbaar-cateringmateriaal-zorgt-voor-helft-minder-afval-op-evenementen?redirect=%2Fnieuws%3Fp_p_id%3Dcom_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_golu_newsList%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_golu_newsList_delta%3D3%26p_r_p_resetCur%3Dfalse%26_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_golu_newsList_cur%3D4
https://open.spotify.com/episode/0Tayw4MLCNsLlsShhoCi3h?si=8_K4edQ3Ta6jm9UFrYW9Xg&nd=1&dlsi=734140a13a814f5d
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/documents/177281/3046683/20240307_Evaluatie+2023+herbruikbare+bekers+en+herbruikbaar+eetgerei.pdf/33a4141d-cdb2-0018-2663-7fc484f3ad9b?t=1709820770365&download=true
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/documents/177281/3046683/20240307_Evaluatie+2023+herbruikbare+bekers+en+herbruikbaar+eetgerei.pdf/33a4141d-cdb2-0018-2663-7fc484f3ad9b?t=1709820770365&download=true
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/conferenties-herbruikbaar-cateringmateriaal-overzicht
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/web/kappen-met-wegwerp-is-top/kwitten-op-evenementen
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/web/kappen-met-wegwerp-is-top/kwitmateriaal-evenementen-new
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/aan-de-slag-met-de-wetgeving-cateringmateriaal
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/aan-de-slag-met-de-wetgeving-cateringmateriaal
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/handhaving-op-de-wetgeving-cateringmateriaal
https://ovam.vlaanderen.be/handhaving-op-de-wetgeving-cateringmateriaal

Flemish Green Deal on packaging:
Reusable packaging pilots and
unique collaborations in Flanders


https://www.linkedin.com/groups/9068897/

Scope of Green Deal dAnders Verpakt O

=elimination of the packaging =reusewith the samefunction

Facilitatingthe choiceof the customer/consumer

95 target 85 52%target 10% 15'(

CONCRETE PROJECTS EDUCTION SU PACKAGING

CONTINUE OR SCALE U

of the pilot projects y 15,000tonnesor 300

million units

preventionandreuseof
packaging
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PROJECT SIXPACK

Carrefour REUSABLES
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( State of the Art




Belgian food box delivery system replacing
SU cardboard boxes



